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By  permission  of  Eric  Armour,  K.C.,  Toronto. 

The  Reverend  Samuel  Armour,  M.A.,  was  the  seventh  and  youngest 
son  of  John  Armour  and  Agnes  Bryson.  He  was  born  in  1785  at  The 
Curragh  near  Maghera,  Londonderry  County,  Ireland,  where  the  Armour 
family  had  resided  for  upwards  of  a century.  At  what  school  he  obtained 
his  early  education  is  not  known,  but  it  was  probably  at  some  local 
seminary,  or  from  the  minister  of  the  church  his  family  attended.  He 
entered  Glasgow  University  in  1803,  and  was  then  described  in  the 
Matriculation  Album  as  “ filius  natu  septimus  Johannis  Agricolae  in 
parochia  de  Maghera  in  commitatu  de  London  Derry  in  Hybernia.”1 
A university  education  was  difficult  to  obtain  at  that  time  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Ireland.  To  get  to  the  nearest  university  an  intending 
student  had  to  walk  to  some  part  on  the  coast,  and  await  his  chance  of 
obtaining  a passage  on  a sailing  ship  bound  for  Glasgow  or  some  neighbour- 
ing port.  Armour’s  university  course  ended  in  1807,  and  he  left  with  the 
degree  of  M.A.,  a testimony  to  his  diligence  and  capacity,  for  a degree 
was  not  then  necessarily  sought  after  by  divinity  students.  Although 
education  at  the  time,  judged  by  modern  standards,  would  be  considered 
scanty  to-day,  it  was  certainly  thorough  in  the  subjects  taught,  for  on 
leaving  the  University  Armour  would  have  a competent  knowledge  of  at 
least  Latin  and  Greek,  as  well  as  the  other  subjects  of  the  ancient  curricu- 
lum. In  his  lectures  and  sermons  he  afterwards  used  one  of  the  early 
systems  of  shorthand. 

Armour’s  training  and  experience,  after  his  University  course  was 
ended,  give  a glimpse  of  ministerial  preparation  for  the  pulpit  in  a Scottish 
dissenting  church  almost  a century  and  a half  ago.  On  July  19,  1808, 
he  appeared  before  the  Associate  (Burgher)  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  as  a 
candidate  for  entrance  to  that  Church’s  Divinity  Hall,  which  then  met  in 
Campbell  Street  Church,  Glasgow.  He  was  examined  in  “ Latin,  Greek, 
Logic,  Moral  and  Natural  Philosophy,”  and  was  duly  certified  for  admis- 
sion. He  does  not  appear  to  have  again  been  examined  till  1811,  when 
he  had  ended  his  training  for  the  Church.  On  September  5 of  that  year 
four  brethren  were  appointed  to  examine  him  ‘ ' on  polemical  and  practical 
divinity  ...  at  Cumbernauld  [a  village  about  ten  miles  to  the  north-east 

1 It  is  curious  that  the  next  entry  in  the  Album  is  of  another  Samuel  Armour, 
who  was  also  a farmer's  son  from  Tyrone.  He  was  an  Irish  Presbyterian  minister 
at  Drumquin,  1812-44,  and  died  on  March  10,  1844. 
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of  Glasgow]  on  Monday,  the  30th  of  September,  and  to  enter  him  on 
trials  for  license  as  they  shall  see  cause.”  The  preliminary  examination, 
which  was  held  in  “ the  Rev.  Mr.  Hill’s  dinning  room  ” at  Cumbernauld, 
was  evidently  satisfactory,  for  on  the  date  named  the  Committee  declared 
themselves  “ satisfied  with  his  answers,”  and  unanimously  recommended 
him  to  be  “ taken  on  trials.”  For  that  purpose  they  laid  down  the  work 
to  be  done — ' ‘ appointed  him  for  a Homily,  2 Cor.  5:17;  for  an  Exercise 
and  Addition,  1 Cor.  5 : 21  ; for  an  Exegesis,  An  bona  opera  necessaria 
sint  ad  salutem  ; the  6th  Century  of  Church  history  ; the  Greek  Testament 
ad  aperturam  libri  ; and  the  15th  Psalm  in  the  Hebrew  ” — which  was  a 
fair  amount  of  work.  But  the  Committee  was  not  yet  done.  On  the 
first  Tuesday  of  December  the  same  Committee  met  in  the  same  place, 
and  reported  that  they  “ unanimously  sustained  as  parts  of  trial  for 
license,”  what  they  had  heard  that  day,  and  appointed  Is.  33  : 1-3,  for  a 
Lecture,  and  verse  12,  last  clause,  for  a Homily,  both  to  be  ready  for  the 
next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  “ with  all  his  other  parts  of  trials  for  license.” 
On  December  3,  1811,  the  full  meeting  of  Presbytery  sustained  what  had 
been  finished,  and  proceeded  with  the  remainder.  The  whole  were  then 
voted  on,  and  it  was  “ carried  unanimously  ” forthwith  to  proceed  to 
license.  “ The  Moderator,  as  the  mouth  of  the  Presbytery,”  then  “ did 
in  the  name,  and  by  authority  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  alone  King 
and  Head  of  the  Church,  license  Mr  Samuel  Armour  to  preach  the  glorious 
gospel  of  Christ,”  after  which  he  “ addressed  suitable  exhortations  to 
him.” 

Armour  was  now  able  to  conduct  services  in  the  pulpits  of  his  ecclesias- 
tical connection.  His  first  official  appointment  was  to  preach  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Presbytery  of  Perth  and  Dunfermline  during  the  month 
of  February,  1812.  Thereafter  he  was  free  of  the  congregations  in  his  own 
Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  and  received  appointments  for  them.  He  appears 
to  have  preached  for  the  first  time  in  his  future  charge  on  the  4th  and 
5th  Sabbaths  of  March.  Evidently  he  so  satisfied  the  people  that  they 
prepared  the  way  for  electing  him.  On  April  14,  1812,  the  congregations 
of  Doune  and  Dunblane  petitioned  the  Presbytery  that  they  be  united, 
and  at  the  same  time  declared  that  the  combined  congregation  was 
prepared  to  offer  their  minister  £75  as  an  annual  stipend,  with  £10  as 
rent  for  a house.  The  Presbytery  agreed  on  condition  of  an  advance  of 
£5  per  annum  on  the  stipend.  The  election  took  place  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  April,  the  call  to  Armour  being  subscribed  by  140  members. 

On  June  17,  1812,  the  election  was  sustained  by  the  Presbytery,  and 
Armour  had  to  undergo  an  elaborate  examination  before  them,  but  at 
last,  on  November  3,  1812,  the  various  trials  were  accepted  as  satisfactory, 
and  he  was  ready  to  be  ordained  over  the  charge. 

At  this  point,  November  17,  1812,  however,  the  Glasgow  Presbytery 
received  intimation  from  the  neighbouring  Presbytery  of  Perth  and 
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Dunfermline  that  they  also  had  sustained  a call  to  Armour  from  the 
congregation  at  Dunfermline,  and  this  announcement  automatically  held 
up  both  Presbyteries  from  proceeding  further.  The  calls  had  to  be  referred 
to  the  Synod,  which  was  not  summoned  to  meet  till  the  last  Tuesday  of 
April  following. 

The  congregation  at  Dunfermline  had  become  vacant  by  the  death  of 
the  Rev.  John  Campbell  on  January  7,  1810.  On  April  25,  1811,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Aitken  was  called  to  fill  the  vacancy,  but  before  the  next  meeting 
of  Synod  he  had  four  calls  made  to  him — Kirkintilloch,  Dundee,  Shotts, 
and  Dunfermline — that  to  Dunfermline  being  signed  by  284  members. 
The  Synod  decided  in  favour  of  Kirkintilloch,  and  Dunfermline  had  to 
look  elsewhere  for  a minister. 

There  was  evidently  some  difficulty  with  the  Dunfermline  congregation, 
for,  when  they  applied  for  moderation  to  the  Presbytery  on  April  6, 
1812,  the  Presbytery  determined  that  “ several  difficulties  concur  to 
prevent  the  Pby  from  granting  the  petition  at  this  meeting,”  and  “ out 
of  respect  to  that  people  retain  their  petition  till  next  meeting  at  Glasgow 
[when  they  would  be  attending  the  Synod]  when  the  congn,  if  they  resolve 
to  go  forward,  can  renew  their  application  with  due  attention  to  every 
formality,  or  withdraw  their  petition  if  so  disposed.”  On  April  29  it 
was  reported  that  the  congregation  had  met,  and  determined  to  follow 
up  their  petition.  They  “ promised  ninety  pounds  annually  in  name  of 
stipend  and  £20  per  annum  for  a house  rent ; and  to  increase  the  living 
as  the  congregation  increased.”  Moderation  was  granted  for  May  14, 
and  the  Rev.  William  Raeburn,  Bannockburn,  was  appointed  to  moderate 
at  the  meeting.  On  June  15,  it  was  reported  that  the  call  had  been  signed 
by  hi  members  and  that  there  were  38  adherents.  At  the  same  time 
the  Presbytery  found  that  the  petition  had  not  come  regularly  before  them, 
not  having  been  before  the  Session,  and  they  consequently  allowed  it  to 
lie  on  the  table  till  next  meeting.  On  August  3,  the  matter  was  again 
before  the  Presbytery.  The  record  states  that  “ there  was  presented  an 
attestation  by  the  Rev.  David  Jardine  saying  that  on  21st  June  he,  in 
consequence  of  an  application  by  a member  of  session,  intimated  the 
Session  to  meet  next  morning  at  9 o’clock,  but  after  waiting  a considerable 
time,  there  was  no  general  attendance  on  which  account  he  did  not 
constitute.”  This  was  followed  up  by  a request  that  the  Presbytery 
appoint  a meeting.  It  was  evident  that  the  congregation  was  in  a dis- 
turbed condition,  for  the  number  voting  at  the  election  was  reduced  to 
a half  of  those  who  voted  at  the  former  call. 

It  was  a strange  situation,  and  after  further  explanations  it  was  seen 
that  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  fact  that  one  of  those  signing  the  call 
was  under  discipline  on  account  of  scandal.  The  Presbytery  according 
“ deferred  judgment  till  next  meeting  in  order  to  be  judicially  ascertained 
on  this  point.”  At  the  next  meeting,  November  3,  the  fact  of  the  delin- 
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quency  of  the  member  was  authenticated,  but  after  discussion  the 
Presbytery  sustained  the  call.  Still  unsatisfied,  the  minority  appealed 
to  the  Synod. 

The  Synod  met  in  Glasgow  from  April  27  to  April  29,  1813.  The 
Dunfermline  case  was  considered  on  the  28th,  when  the  Synod  took  up 
“ the  competing  calls  from  Dunfermline,  and  the  united  congregations  of 
Doune  and  Dunblane,  to  Mr  Samuel  Armour,  preacher  of  the  gospel.” 
It  then  appeared  that  the  Dunfermline  dissentients  numbered  34,  and  the 
whole  situation  was  reviewed.  First  of  all  the  protest  from  the  dis- 
sentients was  declared  to  be  “ ill-founded.”  Then  came  the  call  from 
Doune  and  Dunblane,  signed  by  140  members.  Some  verbal  irregularities 
in  the  procedure  that  led  up  to  the  vote  was  asserted,  which  were  declared 
to  render  the  call  null  and  void.  But  these  were  set  aside.  The  case  of 
Dunfermline  versus  Doune  was  then  put.  The  vote  proved  to  be  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  the  latter,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  all  the  necessary  steps  to  ordain  and  induct  Armour  to 
the  united  congregation. 

The  edict  for  Armour’s  ordination  was  served  in  the  congregation  on 
the  last  Sabbath  of  June,  and  the  ceremony  was  fixed  for  August  25. 
On  that  day  those  who  officiated  were  the  Rev.  Alexander  Stark,  M.A., 
minister  of  Falkirk,  who  preached,  and  the  Rev.  William  Willis  of  Stirling 
who  preached  and  ordained.  And  so  ended  the  long  vacancy  in  the  congre- 
gation, and  the  wrangle  before  the  appointment. 

Some  time  in  1813,  probably  immediately  after  his  ordination,  Armour 
was  married  to  Margaret  Douglas.  She  was  born  in  Stirling  on  November 
27,  1789,  and  the  marriage  took  place  in  that  town.  She  proved  a devoted 
help-meet. 

The  custom  was  to  appoint  the  moderator  of  the  Presbytery  from 
year  to  year,  and  as  a rule  to  choose  the  most  recently  ordained  ministers. 
When  the  chair  fell  vacant  in  April,  1815,  there  were  two  nominations 
for  the  office,  Armour  and  the  Rev.  Alexander  Turnbull,  who  had  been 
ordained  at  Glasgow  on  September  14,  1813,  a few  days  after  Armour. 
The  former  was  chosen  after  a vote,  and  took  the  chair  accordingly,  the 
relative  numbers  not  being  minuted.  Armour  presided  over  the  Presby- 
tery’s deliberations  till  April  9,  1816,  when  Turnbull  was  appointed  his 
successor.  Considering  the  distance  of  Doune  from  Glasgow,  and  the 
difficulties  of  travel  at  that  time,  the  attendance  of  Armour  on  his  duties 
in  the  chair  was  exemplary. 

But  this  was  not  the  highest  honour  conferred  on  him  by  his  brethren. 
The  Synod  of  the  whole  church  met  in  Edinburgh  on  April  29,  1817. 
After  being  constituted,  its  first  duty  was  the  election  of  a Moderator  to 
preside  over  its  deliberations.  Four  ministers  were  proposed  for  the  office, 
and  after  a vote  Armour  was  chosen.  He  had  six  sederunts  to  preside 
over — from  April  29  to  May  1 inclusive.  The  principal  business  was  the 
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consideration  of  an  invitation  to  unite  with  the  New  Light  section  of  the 
Associate  Presbytery.  Unfortunately  they  had  published  a long  pamphlet 
with  which  the  Burgher  section  could  not  agree,  and  a correspondence 
took  place  which  delayed  further  action.  In  the  autumn  Armour  sent  out 
a summons  to  a pro  re  rata  meeting  of  his  Synod  at  Falkirk  on  September 
18,  1817,  and  an  answer  to  the  statement  of  the  New  Light  Presbytery 
was  then  prepared  and  agreed  to.  It  consisted  of  a pamphlet  of  eighty-two 
pages,  and  was  entitled  : A Statement  of  Evidence  that  the  Burgher  Synod 
generally  called  the  New  Light  have  abandoned  the  Original  Principles  of 
the  Secession  Church,  in  answer  to  a pamphlet  lately  published  by  them  in 
which  the  contrary  is  asserted.  As  Moderator  Armour  would  sign  the 
document.  The  difficulty,  however,  was  got  over,  and  the  union  of  the 
two  bodies  took  place  in  May  1820. 

By  this  date  Armour  was  no  longer  a member  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Glasgow  or  of  the  Synod.  The  number  of  congregations  in  the  Church 
had  increased,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  had  been  divided  into  two, 
the  northern  section  being  constituted  into  the  Presbytery  of  Stirling  and 
Falkirk  in  1816.  Armour,  with  his  congregation,  was  transpoted  to  the 
new  Presbytery,  immediately,  as  it  happened,  on  the  conclusion  of  his 
Moderatorship  of  the  Glasgow  Presbytery.  Unfortunately  the  MS. 
minute  book  of  the  new  Presbytery  has  been  lost,  and  nothing  authentic 
can  be  discovered  about  Armour’s  actions  while  a member  of  it. 
Subsequent  events,  however,  seem  to  indicate  a growing  disagreement 
with  the  policy  of  the  church  to  which  he  belonged.  The  total  result  is 
seen  in  a minute  of  the  Synod  for  May  9,  1820,  which  reads  : that  it  was 
“reported  that  the  Revd'  Sam1  Armour,  Doune,  had  given  in  his  demission 
to  the  Pby.  of  Stirling  and  Falkirk  which  they  received.  Upon  this  intima- 
tion the  Synod  agreed  to  drop  his  name  from  the  roll.  Understanding 
also  that  Mr  Armour  had  left  our  body  consider  him  no  longer  in  connec- 
tion with  them.”  It  was  not  the  time  when  formal  regret  was  expressed 
at  the  loss  of  any  brother,  but  it  is  likely  that  some  note  explanatory  of  the 
step  Armour  was  taking  may  have  appeared  in  the  missing  minute  book. 

It  is  possible  that  the  narrowing  of  his  sphere  of  labour  in  Doune  may 
have  caused  the  step.  His  position  in  the  double  charge  could  not  have 
always  been  comfortable.  The  section  at  Dunblane  had  arisen  out  of 
discontent  with  the  action  of  their  minister,  the  Rev.  Michael  Gilfillan, 
on  a question  concerning  the  Formula,  and  73  members  had  seceded  in 
1800.  In  1812  they  were  united  with  discontented  members  in  Doune, 
who  had  left  the  congregation  at  Bridge  of  Teith  in  the  same  year. 
Together  they  called  Armour  in  1813.  But  the  Dunblane  section  were  a 
feeble  folk.  In  1820  they  were  again  recognised  by  the  Synod  as  a con- 
gregation, but  the  cause  never  prospered,  and  in  1822  they  disappeared 
from  the  active  list  of  congregations.  These  circumstances  in  his  congrega- 
tion may  have  discouraged  Armour,  although  they  do  not  explain  his 
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accession  to  Episcipalianism  in  Canada.  His  last  extant  sermon  was 
preached  at  Newton  on  March  21,  1820,  and  his  demission  of  his  charge 
at  Doune  must  have  taken  place  between  that  date  and  the  meeting 
of  Synod. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Armour  was  a preacher  of  considerable  force 
as  the  positions  he  achieved  in  the  church  by  the  votes  of  his  brethren, 
as  well  as  his  numerous  engagements  outside  of  his  own  pulpit,  amply 
testify.  While  in  Canada  he  kept  school  for  a time  at  Toronto,  but 
ultimately  was  settled  over  an  Episcopalian  congregation  as  rector  of 
Cavan  township,  County  Durham,  Canada.  He  died  in  1853. 
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